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Declaration of Renunciation and
Severance of U.S. Citizenship

by Jeff Knaebel, Sovereign Individual of the Earth
ThisDeclaration, made at New Delhi, Indiaon 19 June
2009, WITNESSETH:

Tothe peopleof thisEarth, my fellow human beings,
my brothersand sisters, inmemory of Black Elk and Chief
Joseph, and with special respect to the Grandmothers
and Eldersof al indigenouscommunities;

I, Jeff Knaebel, hereby make this Declaration of
Severance and Dissolution of al bondsbetween myself
and the Government of the United Statesof America. |
renouncemy birth certificate- | renouncemy citizenship-
and rgject al claims of whatsoever nature made by the
United Statesagainst me. | am not government property
and | amnotacriminal. | amapeace-loving humanbeing
who is finished with being a slave to the Corporate
Warfare State. | am not acitizen of any Government. |
renounceal of them.

| hereby destroy my United States passport by which
the United Statesgovernment clamscontrol of my move-
ment upon thisearth and, thus, laysclaim uponmy right to
exist. | will place the shredded remains of my passport
upon the monument of MahatmaGandhi. | have chosen
thismonument becauseit isasymbol that al mankind can
recognize: of nonviolent resistanceto immoral, corrupt,
and violent Governments.

By thisdeliberateact of rebellion and sedition, | hope
to free myself and alert mankind to the dangersit has
created by obeying Governments of the world. My
refusal to remain atax-compliant accompliceto State
murder will be considered treason against the United
States. Thechoiceisthis, or treason against humanlife
itself. My lifeisnot about supporting the cold-blooded
murder of women and children.

No permissionisrequired to renounce that which
| never sought inthefirst place, for which | never entered
a contract, and which is imposed upon me against
my will. Having declared myself not a citizen | am,
therefore, not acitizen. Citizenshipiseither voluntary or
itisforcibledavery.

The United Statesgovernment isincomprehensibly
malevolent and destructive. It takes our money, our
identitiesand our lives. It givesusback corruption, war,
heinous crimesand lies. Thisgovernment hasno moral
right to exist. It ought to be abolished without further
human bloodshed.

TheNation Stateisacriminal organization which
must be opposed initsvery concept. Itisimpossibleto
reformasystemthat isbuilt upon afoundation of liesand
violence -- one whose health and continuance depends
upon endless war. The system must be altogether
abolished. Itisirredeemably evil.

The State represents aterminal disease of human
consciousnessthat isanti-life, anti-ethicsand suicidal for
the human species. It isasick, addictive co-dependency
between its citizens and parasitic lying, murdering,
psychopathic paliticians.

Blind obedienceto incompetent, deceitful, violent
and morally depraved authority is a clear case of
mental disease. Eckhart Tolle, Gopi Krishnaand other
morally advanced beings have diagnosed the United
Statesgovernment aspathologically crimindly insane.

All political authority isarbitrary: arbitrary astothe
formit takes, arbitrary asto the boundariesit establishes;
arbitrary astothelimitsof itsjurisdiction; and arbitrary as
tothetaxationit collects. If onerefusesto bow, to obey,
to pay one'staxes, to use Government travel documents
onewill ultimately beplacedinjail or dieresisting arrest.

Eveninitsmost equitableform, itisimpossiblefor
government to disassociateitself from evil. The State
hasbeen conceived inviolenceand ismaintained by lies
and violence. Itsevery act can only becriminal. Unless
theright to ignore the State is recognized, its citizens
becometainted accomplicesinitsdeeds.

From the most democratic to the most totalitarian
form of government there is ultimately no difference
among the powers they exercise. The essence of the
Stateisthethreat and use of deadly force against those
who choose not to comply withitsedicts.

No Government rightfully owns the territory it
monopolizes. It hasstolenwhatever land it laysclaims
to. Everything it has, the State has stolen or plundered. It
prevents peaceful people from establishing their own
voluntary cooperative economic and socid relationships.
The purpose of assigning nationdity isto control amass
of captivetaxpayersinorder tomaintainthelargemilitary
establishment required to keep acitizenry in astate of
fearful submission to the Power Structure of money.

Why should asystem of structurally compulsively
violent political authority be preferred to a co-
operative system in which human beingslive according
to the Natural Law of equal liberty? A coercive
government hasno legitimate authority over me. None.

(continued on page 6)
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Why TheWest?
By Paul Rosenberg

[Editor's Note: In early May 2009, | read a book,
PRODUCTION VS PLUNDER, written by Paul
Rosenberg, a subscriber to THE VOLUNTARYIST.
(See www.VeraVerba.com for ordering information.)
The short section entitled "The Foundation Is
Established" (pp. 137-139) reminded me of an article
that | considered writing a number of years ago
(but which never came to fruition). The idea for such
an article was sparked by another essay, one written
by Jim Powell. It was titled "Why Has Liberty
Flourished in the West?" and appeared in CATO
POLICY REPORT, Volume 22, Number 5, Sept/Oct
2000. (Available in pdf format on the web.) One of the
initial questions | had about Jim's thesis was: Is it
proper to assume that liberty did flourish in the West?
Perhaps it is correct to say that it did, if you compare it
to other world civilizations and cultures. The answer,
however, would be much different if you compare it to
an imagined world where there were no coercive
governments. | wrote Paul to see if he was interested in
addressing this topic. Here is his overview.]

TWO QUESTIONSAND THEIRIMPORTANCE

1) Hasliberty flourishedintheWest?

2) Why wasit at leastintherunning (compared

toother civilizations)?

Beforeweexaminethe answersto these questions, it
isimportant to understand that the West hasled humanity
forward in many ways. Consider thefollowing recent
improvementsinhumeanlife:

» Morefood and morevariety of foods.

(Moderngrocery stores.)

* Theability to storefood. (Refrigeration.)

* Better cooking techniques. (Stoves, ovens,

microwaves.)

* Hedlthy environments. (Centra heet, central

air, noopenfiresinside.)

* Theavailahility of immense power, dmost

anywhere. (Electricity.)

 Theability totravel. (Affordableautos,

arplanes, etc.)

* Increased knowledge. (Books, newspapers,

theHistory Channel.)

* Increased communication. (Radio, cell phones,
Internet, etc.)

» Machinesthat perform mundane chores.
(Washing machines, etc.)

All of theaboveweredevelopedintheWest, and are
(moreor lessdirectly) theresult of increased liberty. So,
thisisnot only an interesting question, but animportant
one.

WHAT ISLIBERTY?

We must begin with the contrast between liberty and
coercive governments. The idea that a government
providesliberty isfalse, althoughitiscloseenoughtoa
true statement to confuse many people.

Governments, at their very best, provide protection
againgt externa military threats. Thismay certainly have
benefits, butitisnot liberty —itismilitary protection. Itis
important to separatethetwo. Consider it thisway:

Hitler attacked the USSR in 1941. The USSR
eventua ly drovethe Nazisback and won military safety
for itspeople, but those peoplewere certainly not “free.”
The military victory did not establish liberty — it
established therule of Stalin, probably the number two
killerinworld history.

Liberty isthe ability to live without interference,
restricted only by theequal rightsof others.

Being militarily safeisuseful, but it isnot the
same asliberty.

HASLIBERTY FLOURISHED INTHEWEST?

The short answer is, “yes, it has.” The ideas of
individual rights, secure private property, freedom of
speech, afree press, freedom of religion, equality before
thelaw and freetrade areall Westernidess.

What | mean by “equality before the law,” isthat
justice appliesto every person equally —rich or poor,
from a good family or not, with powerful friends or
without, and so on. Law, ingeneral, canbeuseful in some
forms and tyrannical in others. Law need not be
conjoined with the State. Indeed, if law were separate
from State (as was often the case in centuries past), it
would beagresat tool for justiceand liberty. But, thisisa
long discussion, for another timeand place.

Whileitistruethat liberty flourishedinthe West, it
most certainly hasnot flourished without restraint. We do
have States, after all, and States are organizationsthat
may only surviveby forcibly taking the property of others
—whichisdefinitely contrary to liberty. Asidefrom a
scattered few places— and for short moments at that —
we have not had full liberty. We have, however, had
partid libertiesand have benefited from them.

Liberty hascertainly not thrived asmuch asmany of
uswould like, but it hasthrived to aconsiderable and
useful extent.

WHY INTHEWEST?
Thisisthe interesting question. | have no single,
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absolutely certain answer, but there are many partial
answers, some of them going back into pre-history. I'm
arranging thesein no particular order. I’ m certainthat all
of thesearesgnificant, but I’ m not surehow torank them.
Language

Western (Indo-European) grammar, with its
categoriesof gender, itssharp distinction of person and
number, and itsgreat emphasison chronol ogical tense,
ingtillsacertainlevel of logical attitudetowardlife. In
contrast, thelanguagesof the Far East emphasizerelative
classleves.

Thisisprobably alarger issuethan youwould first
think it to be. What people assumein their very speech
has a powerful effect upon them, even if thoroughly
unnoticed. Thisisespecially true because languageis
acquiredin early childhood, with many subsequent ideas
being built uponitsfoundation.

This is a well-known issue among professional
manipulators. One of their key phrases haslong been,
“Control thevocabulary and you control theargument.”
For example, asJohn HasnasexplainsinVoluntaryist #123
(page8), by associating theideaof voluntary order with
the State, the possibility of anon-State order isalmost
completely eliminated. When someonewith anew idea
comesalong, heor sheisderided asbeing “ self-styled,”
asif anything unapproved by the established order isevil.
Again, thisispowerful stuff, and most people shortcut
their thinking by repeating slogansthat they have heard
othersuse successtully.

Separation

TheWestern tradition features heroeswho separated
themsel vesfrom everyoned se. Abrahamwascommanded
to separate himself. Moses commanded Israel to be
separatefrom all other peoples. Jesuscommanded his
sudentsto remain separatefrom theteachingsof the other
Jewish sects, and soon.

Thisisapotent idea. Separation allowsnew ideasto
develop and permits peopleto moveforward with much
lessinternd restraint. After dl, following theexamplesof
Abraham, Mosesand Jesus has been an effectivemoral
defense at most placesand timesinthe\West.

And there is one more crucid element here: The
separationided declaresthat thegroupisnot to befollowed
and that unity is not a morally-superior strategy. This
undermines collectives of all types and the ever-so-
common intimidation that keeps most peopletethered to
thetribe. Itisthis“tether” that often destroysindividudity
beforeitisfully formed.

Subversive Religions

Therdigionsof theWest - Judaismand Chrigtianity -
are subversive religions, even though most of their
leaderswould rather not admit it. (They must generally
support the State in order to get favors such as tax
exemption.)

Abraham fought kings; M oses defied the Egyptian
king, and thetwelvetribesof Isradl lived without onefor
severd hundred years, the prophet Samuel warned againgt
aking; Jesus died as an enemy of the State; the first
Christianswereall enemiesof the State; and so on.

Judaism and Christianity are not good religionsfor
rulers, nor arethey good for State cohesion. Theseare
religionsthat very specifically enthronejustice above
rulership.

For this reason and others, people who adhere to
thesereligionsare morelikely than most othersto risk
their safety for righteousnessand progress. “ Seeking the
praise of God rather than men” isapowerful thing.

Anexcdlent exampleof risking one' ssafety for what
isright isthe English hero* Freeborn John,” ak.a., John
Lilburne. (3m Powd | goesinto somedetail onthisheroin
thearticlereferred to above.) Lilburnewas brought into
the English justice system for unlicensed publishing, and
refused to plead until he had heard the charges|leveled
against him. In other words, he refused to incriminate
himself, aswascommon at thetime.

Freeborn John waswhipped, dragged by an oxcart,
placed in stocks (where he handed out pamphlets), and
finally throwninjail. He still refused to surrender his
“freebornrights.” Lilburneactudly spent most of hisadult
lifeinjail, but, thanksto him, both Englishand American
law featurestheright not to incriminate one’s self. Not
surprisingly, Lilburnewasavery rdigiousman, a various
timesaQuaker and aPuritan.

Farming

Westerners have amost always been farmers, as
opposed to herdsmen or hunters.

Farmerstend to seetheworld asapositive-sumgame
and nomads as azero-sum game. Theimportant thing
about thisisthat positive- or zero-sum assumptionsform
inhuman mindsand—if not analyzed and adjusted —color
wideareas of thought. Thisaffectsall sortsof opinions
andjudgments. Peopletakethesebasic viewsof theworld
asgivens thingsthey don't need towastetimeexamining;
thingsthat are considered to beknown. Thisbuildsgreat
differencesin thethoughtsof thefarmersand thenomads.

Young nomadswereinstructed to take, from
aworld of limited resources.
Young farmerswereinstructed to usethe
worldintelligently and to createfood.
Farmerslearntolive cooperatively. They help build each
other’s barns, share tools, lend their expertise for
repairing their neighbor’ sequipment, and soon. They dso
respect each other’s property lines. Herdsmen, on the
other hand, tend to mistrust their neighborsand to hide
information from them. If the nomad findsgood grazing
land, he does not share that knowledge. If he finds a
hidden water hole, he does not disclosethelocation. Co-
operationislesslikely and plunder more commonamong
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nomads. Rather obvioudy, liberty isthefellow-traveler of
cooperation and the opponent of plunder.
Cold

Most Western cultures are also northern cultures.
Therehavebeen anumber of interesting theoriesput forth
as to why most advances are made in cold places.
Certainly theinability to belazy without freezing playsa
major role. Active people, after all, produce morethan
inactive people, andin cold places, inactivity can befatal.
Thisisaninteresting areaof study.

New Continents

In the 17th Century, people in the West found an
opportunity to flee all expectations and re-create
civilization onanew continent. Thiswasavery important
and powerful forceintheWest. Inour current Situation,
people with radically new ideas are considered
dangerousto one extent or another. What if they could
simply leave, go to some new, un-ruled place and try
living their new way? What new strategies might be
reveal ed as superior to thought-choking obedience?

Inthe 17th Century, freedom-seekerscould leavethear
homelands. Bear in mind that this was a much more
complete“leaving” thanispossibleinour time. Afitting
exampleof thisisthemoderntax protester. We could say
tohim, “If youdon'tlikeit here, go somewheredse,” but
thisisactually no choiceat all for thetax protester —the
ded isthesameeverywhere. If an American tax protester
goesto Canada, hefindsanearly identical Stuation. If he
goesto Germany, itistheroughly same, and thesamecan
besaid, moreor less, for all of the earth’stwo hundred
States. If, however, there was an empty continent
available, the sametax protester could smply leaveand
do hisbest to build anew life however hewished.

S0, agreat many such peoplecametotheNew World,
bringing their wild new idessand transformativeenergies
with them. The New World of North Americaowes a
much bigger debt to the 'Crazies of Europe than many
‘respectable’ typeswould liketo acknowledge.
Disasters

Thisanswer goesfairly degpinto speculation, butitis
worthmentioning.

For the last half-million years, our planet has
experienced astring of at least four IceAges. In each of
them, ahuge portion of the earth has been covered with
iceand snow and therest of the planet was much col der
than it is now. In the last Ice Age, what are now
Indianapolisand St. Louiswere covered with glaciers—
alot like Greenland’s current condition. Eventhe ar-
eas where soil was exposed were much colder than
they are now.

The lce Ages were mega-disastersin the north,
but not for the equatorial areas. The entry and exit
from anice ageisproblematic for tropical areas,
but that was a very short time compared to the

overall 100,000 year cycle, and still no comparison
to areas farther from the Equator.

Asmentioned earlier, Western cultureis primarily
northern cultureaswell, anditiscertainly aculturewith
strong disaster images, as exemplified by the story of
Noah'sflood. Thistypeof image cultivatesafeeling of
non-stability —all thingswill not remain asthey always
have been. They have massively changedinthe past and
they will massively changeagaininthefuture.

It can beargued—though I’ mnot aware of any redlly
pertinent evidence — that tropical cultureslacked this
disaster model, and weremorelikely to accept the status
guo, as“things have alwaysbeen thisway, and always
shall.” A northern Christian, for example, would befar
lesslikely to accept thisargument; assured that —at the
very least —the Second Coming would belikely to occur
soonandtotaly reset everything. EventheRoman Catholic
Church — the grand enforcer of sameness during the
MiddleAges—struggled with thisproblem.

God Versus Sate

Since the Judeo-Christianity of the West was a
subversverdigion (asmentioned above), it hasvery often
struggled against the State. Normally thisisthought of as
the State preventing the Church from turning into an
oppressive theocracy (which has certainly occurred),
but that is only one side of the issue. When massive
ideologies (like Church and State) oppose each other, it
opensup cracks, whereliberty canflourish. (Andthey do
oppose each other, since both compete for the full
respect and devotion of the people.)

God hasbeen asignificant ideathroughout western
history - the big idea at the top of the ideological
"food chain." That makesit very useful asamoral and
intellectual weapon against other ideologiesthat wishto
control men. The idea of God is very difficult to
overpower. Thisalows" God” to serve asaprotection
from other dominators. Such uses of the God-idea
provide open space in which liberty can prosper
and grow. Thisisexactly what happened in the West
between the 14th and 20th Centuries. Here are a
few examples:

» The“ruleof law” formed when the Church saw it
as a tool they could use to keep princes in line.
Remember that therewasvery littleman-madelegidation
duringtheMiddleAges, and that “naturally” discovered
law was not the handmaiden of the State. In those
times, thelaw was actually sovereign abovethe prince.
(But, again, this subject requires a more detailed
explanation thanwecan giveit here))

* One of the pivotal elements in the growth of
western civilization has been the role of personal
initiative. Individualstook it upon themselvesto pursue
the things they wanted. They did not wait to get
permissionfromthecivil or religiousauthorities. One of
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thefirst placeswherethisinitiative surfaced wasin the
universitiesof Western Europe. For example, menlike
Peter Abelard (founding father of theUniversity of Paris),
took it upon themselves to create better ways of
learning, and sold their services to individual
customers. Although theuniversitieseventually received
chartersfrom popes, emperors, and kings, they were
originaly saf-governing private enterprisesinwhich the
teachers had to please their customers (the students)
or otherwiselosetheir patronage.

» Themedieva guildsplayed Church against State
and exigtedinthegap between thetwo spheres firs digned
morewith Church, then morewith State, and dwayswith
a foot in each. Some of these guilds, such as the
Merchant’s Guild, built massive trade networks
throughout Europe, especialy inthe north. They were
careful to publicly expresstheir piety, which kept some
princesat bay. (“We reclosewith the Church, don't mess
withus.”) And being adaptable merchants, they wereable
to shift tacticsfrequently. Not al guildswereaseffective
and decent asthe Merchant’s Guild, but they were able
to create some open space between Church and State,
withinwhichthey could operate.

These situationswere always strained and hazard-
ous, but they did providefreespacefor liberty togrow...
and grow it did!

ADDITIONAL QUESTIONS

| am confident that thislist containsmost of thecore
reasonswhy liberty flourished intheWest, but | would
liketo deal withafew looseendsbeforel finish:

Why Not TheEast?

| can giveyoutwo partial answers:

» Thelanguages. Looking at theworld in terms of
status puts humansin mental chainsand sometimesin
physical chainsaswell. It keeps mindsfrom functioning
freely. This slows the growth of liberty to a very
sgnificant degree.

* Less farming. Nomadic civilizations are less
conduciveto liberty, and there have been more of
them in huge areas of the East. The fact that large
areas of the East were less than ideally suited to
farming was merely chance.

IsTheWest Theldeal Culture?

No, it certainly is not. We have plenty of deeply
ingrained problemsin our midst. Thedifferencewith the
Westisthat it waslessbad, not that it wasideal .

Regardless of all the obstacles, liberty is always
powerfully present in some men. In the mgjority,
however, itispresent to an extent, butismostly suppressed.
Eveninthe“lessbad” West, liberty only flourished at
moments, and was usually stomped-out at the earliest
convenient time. Most modern Westernerswould runin
horror fromfull freedom; many would beg for astrongman
tocrushit.

Huge numbers of Westerners care more about
six-packsand big-screen TV sthan they do about liberty.
They don’'t even know what real liberty is; nor would
very many bewilling to sacrificeanythingfor it.
HUMAN NATURE

The truly stunning thing about liberty isthat it
harmonizes with the highest and best functions of
human nature. A book would be required to address
this subject decently, but the point isan important one:
The parts of men’s naturesthat do not resonate with
liberty are those which have been manipulated,
corrupted, or left undevel oped.

Liberty isthe essential soil for an advanced human
existence. It canflourishin no other.

Thank God liberty found some cracksin the West.
Itisour job to understand thisand to create new cracks,
then to break up the pavements and let liberty thrive
unhindered —in boththeWest and inthe East.

We have been like plants that struggle to grow
through the cracks of aconcrete parking lot. Humanity
will never rise toward its awesome potential until we
clear space to spread our roots and branches. Liberty,
and liberty alone, providesthefertileground we need.

Gettoit!

“Thereésnored difference between thosein power
and thosewho are seeking power.”

- Daniel Berriganin Jennifer Willis(ed.), A LIFE-
TIME OF PEACE (2003), p. 62.

Books Received

David M. Gross (ed.), WEWON’'T PAY! - A Tax
Resi stance Reader. Thisanthology beginswith an entry
about taxesin Judeaand endswith ascholarly entry on
“Degthand Taxes.” Itisacomypilation of Englishlanguage
pieces ranging from Jesus to Gandhi to Thoreau to
modern-day resisters. A number of libertarian/
voluntaryist entriesareincluded. Self-published by the
editor. Order fromwww.createspace.com/333658 or from
amazon.com. |SBN 1434898253.

Jorg Guido Hulsmann, THE ETHICSOF MONEY
PRODUCTION. Thisbook combines*thetradition of
philosophical realism,” the “Austrian theory of
banking andfiat money,” and the“ scholastic tradition of
. ThomasAquinasand NicholasOresme,” inoneunique
treatise. It looksat the production of money by asking
such questions as: Whose property is it? Who has
agressed? and Who has been agressed against? For
example, it breaks new ground by pointing out that
“Inflationisthat part of themoney supply that comesinto
being because of theinvasion of private property rights.”
[pp. 86, 88 and 100] Inflationisnot simply anincreasein
the money supply, for every gold miner hastheright to
increase hissupply of gold viahisown hard work. The
inflationthat wehard money advocatesdeploreisthe result

(continued on page 7)
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Declar ation of Renunciation
continued from page 1

Itsonly authority comesthrough the barrel of agun.

Isthearbitrary "legd" congtruct of the Corporate State
more preciousthan life?1sthisguns-and-steel lifeless
structure more preciousthan living, breathing beings?
Thiskilling machineisfabricated of cunning deceitful
wordsof legdly piggily on corporate parchment. Arewe
living beings or abstract symbolsto be manipulated by
theMoney Power?What isthe"National Interest,” other
than the transfer of wealth and influence to the power
elite?What about humanity'sinterest?

| write against the oblivion of humanity. | act in
quest of goodness, beauty and truth, that wemay yet live.

| am not Government property. | bid farewell to the
United States Government and to the citizenshipit has
imposed upon meagainst my will. I lovelifetoo much
to beforced to participateinitsmurder.

The United States government is a stain upon
humanity. Itisagrotesquedistortion of humanrelations
and the human conscience. It isugly beyond the power of
wordsto describe. Only itsend product speaksclearly
for what itisand what it does. " Shock and Awe" death
raningfromthesky. Children'sblood flowinginthe streets
Body parts strewn acrosswedding festival grounds. A
human genome corrupted by depleted uranium and agent
orange. Hiroshima. LosAlamosL ab. Thescienceof degth
versustheart of life. Torture. Rape. Ecocide. Endless
heinouscrimes. Themost terribleM erchant of Death in
human history. Human species suicidal.

"TheU.S. Government hasahistory of illegally
attacking those who pose a serious threat to its
authority, and getting away with it, because it
controlsthe Courts, the Judges, and the Cops.”

If you, people of the world, wish to support
Government, then so beit. Butleavemeaone. Asa
peaceful individual | reject your authority imposed by
violence. | rgect all Government claims of legitimacy.
You and your Government do not have theright to do
thethingsthat you do. Foremost among these tax-and-
public debt financed activities are the waging of war;
the conscription of soldiers; and the expenditure of
citizens wealth upon armaments which by now can
destroy our earth many timesover. | call for anendto
theseactivities. | will not support such activitieswithmy
life, my money or my energy.

The laws of our natural world, the laws of the
Great Spirit, thefive precepts of the Buddha, aremorally
and practically superior to political laws. You must not
kill and I must not kill. We must not support killing.
We must love our neighbors aswelove ourselves. As
the Hopi have said, "From this one commandment,

to respect and revere life, come all the other
commandments: to tell thetruth; to sharewith others;
to live together in mutual support; to take care of our
children and old peopl e, the sick and strangers, friends
and enemies; to abstain from intoxicants and adultery;
not to chest, steal or covet.”

Itisup to theindividual to discern hisduty to his
fellowmen and to act accordingly. No other can know
my mora conscience, let done"represent” itindecisons
of war and peace. How can another "represent” mein
voting to murder children? Thefirst duty of loveistodo
no harm. Therefore my duty of loveisto renouncethe
State, to withdraw fromit, to quit it, to abandon it, to
refuse to pay its taxes, to refuse participation in its
charade of corporate money-controlled elections and
tolivemy ownlifeinsearch of truth and righteousness.

What do you do when you awaken to theawfulness
of theliesof the State and the State of thelie? How does
onenegotiatewith pathologicd liars?How doesonecome
to peace with histax payment hiring of cold-blooded
murder for oil and money?

Against whom, then, shall | commit treason? The
brotherhood of man? My rational mind and common
sense? My moral conscience? Or the United States
government? | prefer treason against the arbitrarily
imposed rule of an organized crime syndicateto treason
against humanity. To suffer intax compliant silencethe
heinous crimes against humanity perpetrated by the
United Stateswould beto negate whatever iswithinme
that can be called human.

The shredding of my government permission-to-
exist documents is offered as a prayer that the
government of the United States -- perceived to be
acriminal organization of incomprehensible scope
-- may be without bloodshed dissolved and
abolished from this earth forever.

| no longer have a Government name; | have no
country, no travel papers, no passport and no
Government identification. Under the law of every
Government, | am an illegal human being. Against
thisarbitrary "illegality” | claim my right to exist as
afreeand sovereign individual.

What man -- or group of men -- can declare
another to be"illegal ? Such men, who cannot givelife,
would yet take it as lying murderers in God's own
temple. For Power, thereisno tomorrow. There are
no grandchildren. Of the good earth, there is none.
Thereisonly Power. Personswho aspireto thisare
degraded, deranged, diseased.

We areinsaneto submit to rule by the depraved.

What shall be donewith me?

If deported to the United States, the Government will
subject meto draconian penalties. Having destroyed my
passport, having renounced my citizenship, having made
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thisDeclaration, | have become a seditiousrebel to the
United States Government. The United Stateswill have
no choice but to harass, persecute and,ultimately, jail
mefor speaking truth to power.

Ontheonehand, | havethenatural wishtolive, to
grow, tomoveabout, to befree, to act asaman. Onthe
other hand, in order to live in this manner with the
ordinary amenitiesof livelihood, | amforced by taxation
to financethemurder of children who haveasacred right
tolife-- innocent small children who cannot conceive of
thewishtoharmme.

There comes atime when the abuses are so grest,
the mindless destruction so wanton, the suffering so
stupidly unnecessary, that one must resist the Power of
rulershipwith hislife. | loveLifetoo muchto participate
initsmurder.

| bid you farewell, those who would remainin
voluntary bondage. Go about your life peacefully,
respecting yourself, all othersand the earth uponwhich
welive. Remember that meansistoend asseedistotree.
A violent means can never produce a good end. The
truth shall set usfree. My effortsshall not have beenin
vain. Right always overcomes might, even though |
may not liveto seetheday.

Whatever happens to me, may you remember my
message: Awaken from your slumber. Realize that
Government depends upon your consent. You control
yoursalf. You can withdraw your consent.

We must recover Respect -- for lifeand for each
other. Civilizationsthat get off the Path of Respect do
not last, because when a peopl e get off the path, they
alsoremovethemselvesfromthecircleof life.

My prayer istoloveand to serve. From my heart |
seek to act in a good way, in a sacred way, for the
benefit of many, in support of life, that the seventh
generation of children may yet live and be happy.

The"why" of what | doisput completely torest by
the statement, "1 love." The final answer to any
guestion about my actionsis”| love." What isthevaue
of humanlife-- thisisthereal question.

Executed at New Delhi this 19th day of June 2009,

Jeff Knaebel

An Open Letter on Global Ethics
continued from page 8
deeper into their own pocketsto make up the difference?

Question 5: Isthere any possible justification for
stealing, killing, or treating citizens inhumanely who
refuseto pay their tax?

Question 6: Does not the government’s resort to
violence in collecting taxes set abad example, which
someindividuasinsociety might think isright tofollow?

| have addressed these questionsto family, friends,
religious leaders, and have found that they generally

apply adouble standard to the actions of government
agents despite the fact that the “Four irrevocable
directives’ of the Global Ethic apply to everyone
equally. As Richard Maybury, in his book,
WHATEVER HAPPENED TO JUSTICE?, explains.
“This is what is meant by those five words in the
(United States) Declaration of Independence‘all men
arecreated equa.” No onegetsany special privilegesor
exemptions from (these directives).” [p. 22] Asyou
wrote in A GLOBAL ETHIC, “No one,” whether a
citizen or government agent, “ hastheright” to*“ physicaly
...injure, muchlesskill, any other humanbeing.” [p. 25]

| wonder if you or one of your colleagues at the
Global Ethic Foundation could discussthese questions
relating to the conduct of government and itsagents.

Sincerdy,

Carl Watner
[ Editor’s Note: Dr. Kung acknowledged receiving
my letter, and replied that “ 1 can tell you briefly
that | do not see a contradiction between the
Global Ethic and the government which collects
taxes fromits citizens.” ]

"Hierarchica indtitutions[coercivegovernments| are
like giant bulldozers - obedient to thewhim of any
fool who takesthe controls."

- Edward Abbey, A VOICE CRYING IN THE
WILDERNESS (1989), Chapter 3, p. 22.

Books Received

continued from page 5
of the fraudulent and deceptiveincrease in the money
supply viafractional reserve banking or the counter-
feiting of real money. Published by the Ludwig von
MisesInstitute, Auburn, AL 36832. wwwmises.org.
| SBN-978-933550-09-1.

Antony Adolf, PEACE: A WORLD HISTORY
(2009). Published by Polity Press, 350 Main Street,
Malden, MA 02148, www.polity.co.uk. 1SBN-
13;978-0-7456-4126-3 (pb). This book focuses on
“the full spectrum of peace and peacemaking from
prehistoric to contemporary times.” It servesasanin-
teresting companion to James Payne’sA HISTORY
OF FORCE (2004).

Paul Rosenburg, PRODUCTION VERSUS
PLUNDER: TheAncient War That IsDestroying The
West (2009). Available through www.veraverba.com.
Written by avoluntaryist supporter, thisbook views
western civilization through the lens of Franz
Oppenheimer’s observation that there are two ways
of satisfying man’sdesires: “work and robbery, one’'s
own labor and the forcible appropriation of the labor
of others.”
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An Open Letter on Global Ethics
January 18, 2009

Doctor HansKung
Globd Ethic Foundation
Waldhauser Strasse 23
72076 Tubingen

Germany
(emall: office@wdtethos.org)

Dear Doctor HansKung:

Re: Hans Kung and Karl-Josef Kuschel (eds.),
A GLOBAL ETHIC: TheDeclaration of the Parliament
of theWorld' sReligions, New York: Continuum, 1993.

| recently read your book and was glad to see its
emphasis on non-violence, the Golden Rule, and the
“fundamental demand [that] every human being must be
treated humanely.” [p. 21] Thisincludesthe prohibitions
that aperson should not kill or stedl. “ Or in positiveterms:
Haverespect for lifel” [p. 25]

The purpose of this letter is to ask: How do you
reconcile the directives of the Global Ethic with the
institution of government, which relieson or resortsto
forceto collectitstaxes?

Asyouredizeall governments, whether democratic
or totalitarian, collect at least part of their revenues
coercively. Taxes are collected under the threat of the
citizengoingtojail, having hisproperty confiscated, or

both, if he or she does not pay the government the
amount it claimsisowed.

| hope that we both would agree that a robber is
violating the global ethic when he stealsfrom or kills
aperson in order to take their property. The purpose
for which heintendsto usethe stolen property innoway
affects how we judge the violence. It matters not
whether he intends to use the stolen property for
charitable purposes or for his personal use. Killing
and/or stedling arewrong.

Question 1: Are not the actions of agents of the
government violent in the same manner as that of
therobber?

Question 2: Isnot the Golden Rule applicableto this
dtuation?Would not the agents of government prefer not
to berobbed or killed themselves?

Question 3: Are not the agents of the government
acting violently when they threaten and/or coerce the
reluctant citizen?Arethey not acting inhumanely toward
thecitizens?

Question 4: Is there not a humane way to collect
money for the government? Is it not possible to
remonstrate peacefully with therefuseniks: to explain
to them theimportance of paying taxes?Isit not possible
to cut off someor all government servicesto thosewho
will not pay their taxes? And in thevery worst case, that
they still insist on not paying, isit not possiblethat those
who do seetheimportance of funding governments, dig

(continued on page 7)
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